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" 2. The authenticated copy of the' CUSTOMS ORDINANCEJ 1860, AMEND-
"Standing Orders is returned herewith. MENT BILL.

" Government House, Perth, 1 st Au- :This Bill passed through committee,
"gust1 1884." sub siltittio.

BANK HOLIDAYS BILL. rThe House adjourned at half past ten
The House then went into committeeI o'clock, p.m.

for the further consideration of this bill.
Clause 5:
Mia. S. H. PARKER'S motion to strike

out this clause, and to substitute another
clause introduced by him when the bill
was previously under discussion (vide p.
122 ante) was agreed to, -without com-
ment.

Clause 6.-"1 It shall be lawful for the
"Governor in like manner from time to

"time, when it is madle appear to the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
"Governor in Council in any special case
"that in any year it is expedient that a Mondazy, 4th August, 1884.
"day by this Act appointed for a bank ____

"holiday should be a bank holiday, to Petition (No. 1): Platform at -He-Way House-
"declare that such day shall not in such Moorings, etc., at Premantle-Separation of the

Not fo the South-Eastern Railway: eost of
:year he a bank holiday, and to appoint Second Section-Eastern Railway,. Eteesian to
"such other day as to the Governor in Beverley-Telephone Exchange between Pertb aid

"Council may seem fit to be a bank holi- Bill: second rsadiug-Cusiertiou of Message

"'day instead of such first mentioned da, -ti. pro iin Stppemetre to8in8por
"and thereupon the day so Specially ring-Deeds of ran& Bill: second reading-

"appointed shall in such year be sub- Adjournment.

"stituted for the day so appointed by T PAE okteCara
"this Act:"TH SPA RtokteCart

Mu. B. H. PARKER, in order to carry seven o'clock, p.m.
out the prIncpl introduced into the P.RAYERS.
preceding claue as amnended1 moved that
after the word " declare," in the 8th line, PETflITION (No. 1): PLATFORM AT " HALF-
the following words be inserted, " by WAY HOUSE."
"proclamation in a Governmnent Gaet Mut. S. H. PA.RKER presented a peti-
"ublished not less than one week topkigta ltomb rce

"beore the day appointed for such holi- ati e pr"n tHat a plore" erecteda
"day." The bon. member said he was atthe Albolaysue" (krdn,on ase

following the wording of the Victorian Act EtherAbn PalasuretGaren) onrthen
in this as in the other amendments FeatleRiwybtwe.et n
he had brought forward. It would Fr ett. srcivdad ed
obviously be inconvenibnt to bankers Thpeionwsrcvdadra.
and others if no notice were given before-
hand of the intention of the Governor MOORINGS, &o., AT FREMANTLE.
to declare aholiday. THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. WORKS (Mr. 0. T. Mason), replying to
M. Fraser) : I may say, as the member a question asked by Mr. Marmion on
in eharge of the Bill, that I have no July 28th,-as to whether the anchors
objection to the amendment. and chains necessary to provide accommo-

The amendment was then put and dation for mooiing -vessels loading and
passed, and the claouse as amended discharging at Fremantle, for which
agreed to. funds had been voted by the Council two

The remaining clause and the schedule years ago, bad yet been purchased or in-
were agreed to without discussion. dented for,-said the subject had engaged

Preamble and title agreed to. the serious attention of the Government,
Bill reported. and from time to time they had been
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doing the best they could in the matter.
What had actually been done up to the
present was to purchase one very large
anchor and 105 fathoms of very heavy
chain capable of securing these moorings
in position. The work of placing this
anchor in position would be carried out
as soon as possible.

SEPARATION OF THE NORTH FROM
THE SOUTH.

MR. GRANT, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colonial Secretary, -it
being evident from the tenor of' the
Press of the colony, and addresses de-
livered both in that House and before
public audiences by several hon. members
for the Southern districts of the colony,
and mention of the same subject having
been made in despatches from and to the
Secretary of State, that separation of the
Northern districts from the Southern
districts is regarded as inevitable-whe-
ther it was not desirable that this House
should be in possession of definite in-
formation on the following points:
(a.) The basis of the calculation upon
which a share of the general indebted-
ness of the colony at the date of separ-
ation would be borne by the Northern
districts, whether on revenue or popula-
tion. (b.) If the calculation be based on
revenue, would it be at the date of issue
of current loans, or at the date of separa-
tion, and should not the admitted over-
expenditure on Southern requirements
be taken into calculation. Thus, as the
revenue derived from the North is to the
revenue derived from the South, so should
the expenditure in the North be to the
expenditure in the South. (c.) What
proportion, if any, of the present pension
list would the North have to bear.(d.) Would civil servants in Government
employ at the date of separation be en-
titled to rank on Northern revenues for
any, and, if so, what proportion of the
amounit of pension claimable by th em at
that date? The hon. member said this
was a matter of very great importance to
the district which he had the honor to
represent, ad one that affected them
very materially not only as regards the
present time, bU also in time to come.
The colony, they were informed, was
about to contract another loan of half a
million, which with our present indebted-
ness would bring the colony's liabilities

up to a good round sum, and, in view of
a separation of the North from the

Soth ,o lo w n uon th eo constitutional
chage hic wa loming in the not fardistance he thought it was very desir-

able that. the North should know what
share of this indebtedness would be made
a charge upon the revenues of that part
of the colony. He hoped the Govern-
ment would be in a position to furnish
him with the information asked for; if
they were not, he trusted they would
obtain it from the Home Government at
as early a date as possible.

THE@ COLONIlAL SECRETARY (Hon.
MW. Fraser) said the hon. member must
himself see the difficulties in the way of
furnishing him with any concise and
definite answers to these questions, but
he assured the bon. member that efforts
would be made to supply him with the
information which he sought. They had
already telegraphed to the Government
of New South Wales asking them to be
good enough to informa this Government
what were the conditions upon which
Victoria in the first place, and subse-
quently Queensland, had obtained separa-
tion from the mother colony; and, as
soon as the Government had any infor-
ination to go upon, the hon. member's
interrogations would be replied to. At
the present moment he was sorry to say
he had no reliable data that would assist
him in framing a reply; but the hon.
member should have an answer at as
early a date as possible.

MR. GRANT said he would of course
be glad to learni what the conditions
were upon which Victoria and Queens-
land separated from New South Wales,
but he would point out that the condi-
tions of this colony were different; and
he should like very much for the Goy-
ermnent to extend their inquiries to the
Home Government on the subject. If
they would do that, he should be. per-
fectly satisfied.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
MW. Fraser) said the hon. member's de-
sires in that respect would be communi-
cated to His Excellency.

EASTERN RAILWAY: COST OF SECOND
SECTION.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Mr. C. T. Mason), at the re-
quest of the bon. member for Toodyay,
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haid on the table a return giving the
following information relative to the cost
of the second section of the Eastern Rail-;
way: Salaries and Wages, £1,163 6s.
10d.; Wages erecting Rolling Stock,
£767 Os. 6d. ; Compensation, £1,056
ha.; Station and Buildings, £1,095 7s.;
Rolling Stock, X11,131 12s. 8d.; Per-
manent Way Material, £14,939 1s. 9d.;
Contract, £58,043 10s. 9d.; Deviation
£26,434 6s& 6d., Creek diversion £497 6s.,
total £7,131 12s. 6d.; Incidentals,
£25,611 ls, id.-Total Q95,940 Os. id.

EASTERN RAILWAY; EXTENSION TO
BEVERLEY.

MB. BURT asked the Colonial Sec-
retary whether or not the Govern-
ment intend to take the necessary steps
to enable it to proceed with the exten-
sion of the Eastern Railway from York
to Beverley immediately on the comple-
tion of the survey now being conducted
by Mr. May; and if not, why ntPWhen he said the " necessary steps" he
meant the completion of such surveys as
might be required to enable tenders to
be called and the work to be proceeded
with, and the introduction of a loan bill
for that purpose.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
1W. Fraser) said he must confess that he
was somewhat in a dilemma as to what
reply he should give to this question.
Hon. members were aware of the anxiety
of the Government to prosecute this and.
other necessary public works, which at*
present bad not been definitely settled
upon. The hon. member would therefore
see the difficulty of giving any definite
answer to his question. But the hon.
member might rest assured that if the
railway proposals which were now before
the House were adopted, this line would,
as a necessary sequence, be proceeded
with; and he had no hesitation in saying
that the delay which would intervene
before the construction of the line is
commenced would be as short as practic-
able. . He hoped the hon. member would
be satisfied with that reply for the
present, for he was not in a position at
this moment to give the hon. member a
definite answer to his question.

TELEPHONE EXCHANGE BETWEEN
PERTH AND FREMANTLE.

Sia T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL
moved " That an humble address be

" presented to His Excellency the Gov-
" ernor, informing him of the desire of the
" House that a Telephone Exchange
" between Perth and Fremantle should
" be established at as early a date as
" possible, and praying that His Excel-
" lency will be pleased to take such steps
"as may be necessary to carry out the
" wish of the House in this respect."
This matter had been brought under the
attention of the Government on several
occasions during the past two or three
years, and, although avowedly recognising
the desirability of establishing an
exchange, nothing appeared to have been
done in the way of providing the public
with this acknowledged convenience.

THE COLONIAL, SECRETARY (Hon.
MC. Fraser) said he could only repeat now
what he had stated before, that if the
House was prepared to incur the
necessary expenditure for establishing a
telephone exchange, and the ways and
means were forthcoming, he saw no
reason why the work might not be pro-
ceeded with.

The address was then agreed to.

NEWSPA-PER REGISTRATION AND
LIBEL BILL.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) in moving the second
reading of a bill to amend the law of
newspaper libel and to provide for the
registration of newspaper proprietors,
reminded the House of the wd~y in which
the press had obtained the liberty-he
might almost say the perfect liberty-
which at present it possessed. Originally,
in England, no newspaper could be
published without the Royal license or
permission. Gradually that state of
things was changed into a monopoly,
which the Government possessed in
public news and -newspapers. That
again gave way; but still heavy duties
were levied upon newspapers, and
harassing conditions were imposed upon
them. These, however, eventually were
removed, and now the press is practically
free from all these restrictions and draw-
baceks; and he thought every member of
the House would be of opinion that it
was for the public benefit that every
civilised and free community should have
a, free press, which might freely criticise
and comment upon all matters of public
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interest, including the acts of public
men. He thought they would also be of
opinion, all of them, that so long as the
press acted on this principle, honestly
and fairly, without personal ends, com-
menting upon public matters and public
acts-so long would a free press prove of
the very greatest service to the com-
munity. The bill which he was about
to move that evening was based upon a
recent Act passed in England, and it
proceeded another step in the direction
of removing difficulties from the way of
a free press. An important section of1

the bill was the 2nd section. Hon.
members would remember the maxim or
the saying, which they had all heard, but
which happily was now a, thing of the
past -" the greater the truth the greater
the libel." Formerly it was considered
that if a thing was a libel, or in other
words defamatory, if against the personal
character or position of a man,-
even although it was true-it was
considered as actionable and libellous.
That doctrine, however, was a thing of
the past, and if the truth was now
published, on a fair occasion and without
any vindictive motive or malice, and for
the public good, the truth now might
be pleaded in all actions for damages, and
might also be pleaded in criminal actions
or criminal prosecutions, provided it was
published for the public benefit. That
was to say, if what was published was a
matter of public interest, and was true,
and it was to the public benefit that the
truth should be known, that was a perfect
answer to any criminal prosecution,-if
the truth so published was published
without any personal or vindictive
motive, otherwise it would be no answer.
Until lately the law of England had been
somewhat unsettled on the question of
publishing reports in newspapers of the
proceedings at public meetings, though,
for a long time past, it had been settled
that reports of debates in Parliament and
the proceedings in courts of justice might
be published. It was obviously for the
public benefit-in fact, it was a public
necessity-that the proceedings of Parlia-
ment or Legislative Councils and of the
Courts of Law should be made known,
although in the course of these proceed-
ings defamatory remarks might be made
upon individuals. But with regard to'
reports of public mngtings, newspapers I

had often been placed in great difficulty.
It was manifestly to the interests of the
public that they should know what was
going on ait public meetings, and report-
ers generally attended to report the
proceedings; but it might happen that
some ill-advised person might say some-
thing defamatory, and that the reporter
or the publisher of the paper, in the press
of business, might not exercise his dis-
cretion at the moment and cut out the
particular part that might be defamatory,
and the publisher be placed in the awk-
ward position of having published a libel,
and, it might be, exposed himself to
troublesome proceedings. At length,
however, in England the law on this
point had become settled, and had found
its way into an Act of Parliament, under
which any report published in a news-
paper of a public meeting is privileged, if
the meeting was held for a lawful purpose
and was open to the public, and if such
report was a fair and accurate report,
and honestly published for the public
benefit. He thought this was a provision
which would commend itself to the House.
It removed, he might say, perhaps the last
danger that lay in the way of the pub-
lication of an honest report of a public
meeting. He cme next to the 3rd
section of the bill, and that again afforded
a further protection to the newspaper
press. Although in this colony no
criminal information could be filed with-
out the consent of the Attorney General,
yet still proceedings could be taken before
a magistrate which might harass a party
a good deal; whereas, if the matterT in
the first place came before some impartial
person, he might say : "No, there is no
"case here, or, it is a trivial affair; and,
"on the part of the public, I cannot con-
"sent to this prosecution being proceeded
"with,"-all of which the House would

see was in the interests of a free press.
The 4th and the 5th and 6th sections of
the bill were very important sections.
Hitherto it had been necessary in any
proceeding against a newspaper or a
person for libel that the magistrate
should send the case for trial. Although
the magistrate might be convinced in his
own mind that when it went to a jury
the jury would not listen to it, or that
the Judge would throw out the case, still
the magistrate was- obliged to send the
case for trial, the result being that a
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paper might have to put up with con- MW. Fraser) moved that the House should
siderable expense and be subjected to now take into consideration the message
perhaps harassing proceedlings. Under received from His Excellency the
the provisions of the present bill the law Governor forwarding correspondence
for the first time would be this: a which had passed between the Govern-
magistrate or the justices before whom mont and Messrs. W. D. Moore & Co.
a case of libel came would have power and Messrs. Sheuton & Co., relating to
to deal with the case summarily, there the London and Singapore steam services.
and then. If it was a case of such a The terms of the original agreement
nature that in their judgment and having been to some extent departed
opinion no jury would ever think of con- from, the correspondence raised the
victing, they might dismiss the case question whether the subsidies autborised
altogether, instead of sending it to by the House last session for these ser-
another tribunal to dismiss it. On the vices were to hold good. There was
other hand, if the court of summary also an incidental question as to the
jurisdiction should be of opinion that payment of pilotage dues by these
there was a case, that a libel had been steamers, and as% to whether the Natal
published, but that it was of such a (which was the first steamer thatcaine
trivial character that the offence might be. out from London to take up the
adequately punished by virtue of the Singapore service) was entitled to receive
summary powers of the court, the a subsidy as one of the direct steamers
magistrate could deal with it there and from England, as well as payment for
then, and inflict a fine not exceeding £50. the Singapore service. Under the
That again, he thought it would be original agreement it was contemplated
admitted, was a provision, following the that the steamers should call at Pro.
tendency of modem legislation, very mantle comning back from the other
favorable to the press. Then they camre colonies, as well as in going to the other
to the sections which dealt with the colonies, but, up to -the present, no
registration of newspapers, and which steamer had called on the return voyage,
would enable anyone at once to ascertain and this was the departure from the
who were the proprietors of a paper. termns of the original agreement which
There had been difficulties sometimes in His Excellency in his message referred
the way of ascertaining who were the Ito. With regard to the other point
actual proprietors of newsaper,-that raised, as to whether the as. Natal was

wastosa incaeswhere prcedig entitled to a subsidy of £150, the
were taken against a paper; it was 'question was whether this steamer, which

impossible almost to find out who were was the pioneer of the service, and
the persons who were making a profit which carried passengers and cargo to
out of it, without resorting to legal 'Fremantle from England, making Fre-
proceedings for that purpose. The mantle her port of departure for Sings-
present bill would remove these diffi- pore, should receive a subsidy as one of
culties, as it required a public register to the direct line of steamers calling here
be kept of the names and addresses of on her wayI to and from England, and
the proprietors of every newspaper, also a subsidy in respect of her first trip
which register might be inspected upon to Singapore. Hon. members had no
application, and upon certain conditions doubt read the correspondence, and were
as to fees and so on. These were the in full possession of the facts.
leading features of the bill, and lie did MR. BROWN said that, in order to
not think it was necessary for him to say elicit discussion and that the committee
any more with regard to it, as he might have something before it, he would
ventured to think it was a bill that would move the following resolution in reply to
commend itself to the House. His Excellency's message: " This Council,

Motion for second reading agreed to "hving considered His Excellency's
sub silentio. "essage No. 13, is of opinion that the

"steamer 'Natal' is not entitled to any
SUBhSIDY TO SINGAPORE STEAM "subsidy in consideration of her late

SERVICE (MESSAGE No. 13.) ":passage from England to Fremantle; and
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. "tbat it was not intended by this Council
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"that a subsidy should be paid to any thing to do with mercantile and shipping
"steamer which, in addition to calling at matters must know, it had been impossible

"Fremantle en route to the Eastern for the agents to offer any inducement to
"Colonies from England, did not also these steamers to call at Fremantle on
"call at Fremantle on its return voy- 'their homeward trip, and the consequence

":age from the colonies. Further, that was they generally went by way of India
"it was the intention of the Council that or China. Of course, if the steamers did

" the steamers subsidised should he ex- not call here on their homeward passage
"empted from pilot charges." He was they claimed no subsidy in respect of

perfectly aware that the resolution of last that trip.

y ear only stated that the steamers should Mn. STEERE said he had very care.
be exempt from harbor dues, and he bad fully read the correspondence, and he

no hesitation in saying that the Govern- had much pleasure in supporting the
ment bad put the proper interpretation resolution of the hon. member for the
upon the resolution. No doubt many Gascoyne. He quite agreed with that
hon. members were as ignorant as he was ihon. member that the first steamer that
in considering that harbor dues included came out here from England to take up
pilot dues. Of course any hon. member the running between Fremiantle and
who thought otherwise would be perfectly Singapore was not entitled to any subsidy
at liberty to move an amendment upon in consideration of her passage from
this resolution. London to Fremnantle, otherwise there

MR. SHE1UTON said he did not intend would not be the amount available that
to speak upon the subsidy question, but ought to be available for the direct
simply as to the exemption from pilotage. steamers. As. to the steamers calling
When this subject camne before the here on their return trip, no doubt that
Council last session, he thought all hon. was the intention of the House at the
members who spoke upon the resolution time, but it was doubtful to his mind
of the hon. member for Greenough were whether they should insist upon that
of opinion that these steamers should be now. He thought their calling here on
placed on the same footing as Messrs. their outward passage would be enough,
Lilly & Go's, which were exempt not only and, if they did not call on their return,
from harbor dues but also all other dues, we paid no subsidy.
and every hon. member who voted on the MR. MARMION said he was inclined
subject was under the idea that these to agree with the resolution. He
steamers were to hatve the same privileges, thought there could be no doubt what-
After the arrival of the first steamer, the ever that the House intended last year,
agents here were therefore surprised to when it voted this subsidy, that the
find the Government insisting upon pilot steamers should call at Fremantle going
dues being paid. He thought it was to and coming-no one who read the resolu-
be regretted that, upon a petty point like tion could entertain any doubt upon that
this, the Government did not meet the point. It had been said that no induce-
company in such a liberal spirit as they ment had been offered them to call here
might have been expected to. It had been on their return trip, but he would remind
the desire of the House for years past that the committee that the inducement
large steamers should be induced to call offered was the .£150 subsidy. If.there
at Fremantle, and yet the very first had been sufficient other inducement, there
steamer that called was met in this il- would have been no necessity for offering
liberal spirit by the Government of the a subsidy. No doubt it would be an
colony. As to the subsidy being with- advantage if these steamers did call at'
held unless the steamers called at Fremnantle on their homeward voyage;
Fremantle on their homeward as well as persons desirous of visiting Europe
their outward voykge, he could only say might possibly prefer taking this direct
that the London agents were perfectly route, and he thought it might be
willing that they should do so if the local arranged, by aid of the telegraph, for
agents here could offer any inducement' the steamers to take wool and other
whatever in the shape of freight for their products, which would be cheaper than
calling here on their homeward voyage, by the P. and 0. steamers. He did not
But unfortunately, as all who had any- think, however, it would be well to lay
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much stress upon this matter; and, I in amending deeds of grant was found to
granting the advantages which the be very crumbrous-that was, in the case
colony derived from the service in other of town lands, and thc present bill was
ways, and as these steamers might be brought in to simplify that procedure,
the precursors of other steamers, he not only as regards town lands, but also
thought the House might dea] with them country lands, as to which, curiously
in a liberal spirit. -enough, no provision was made in the

Ma. SHENTON moved that progress existing Adt for rectifying any error in
be reported, and leave given to sit again the boundaries as described in the deed.
on August 11th. What the bill proposed to do w-as this:

Agreed to. where the true boundaries of any lands
Prgesreported. had been officially adjusted and they

Progresswere found to differ from those given in
APPROPRIATION BILL (SUPPLEMENT-' the deed of grant issued previous to

AnY), 1884. 1 such adjustment, it would be lawful for
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. ,the Surveyor General to endorse on the

MI. Fraser), in moving the second reading back of the deed the true boundaries.
of this Bill, said he was not aware it He would then send the deed so endorsed
needed any preface on his part. The to the Registrar of Deeds, whose duty it

detals f te vrios aproriaion would be to sigrn a memorandum of such
were before hon. members in the endorsement onthenrldcoyfte

SuppemetaryEstmats whch heydeed. This would be a simple way of
hadpalrmeay oted, s hchte doing what under the existing procedure

Motion agreed to. was rather cumbrous. The 3rd clause
Bill read a second time. of the bill gave power to the Surveyor

DEEDS OF GRAYT BILL.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

A. P. Honsman), in moving the second
reading of a Bill to simplify the pro-
cedure in amending deeds of grant which
contain an erroneous description of
boundaries, said the bill, a small one, wasI
intended to remedy an inconveniencej
that had been felt in several cases whenI
it had been discovered, after deeds of'
grant had been issued by the Crown,
that the boundaries of the land surveyed
differed from the boundaries as described,
in the deed. There were two Acts on
this subject-the 8th Vie., No. 9, which'
dealt with the boundaries of town lots,
and which enacted that, after the*
boundaries had been ascertained and
finally marked out by the Surveyor
General and laid before the Governor-ia-
Council, they are to be entered in a,
Record Book, and the boundaries there:
described were to be taken in all courts
of law as the true boundaries of the
land. The other Act was the 4th and
5th Vie. No. 20, which related to country
lands, and no provision was m~ade in that!
Act for rectifying any erroneous descrip-!
tion of the boundaries of such lands con-
tained in the deed of grant. The
procedure which had now to be adopted

General, when a Crown grant was lost,
to give a certified copy of the entry in
the Record Book, showing the true
boundaries of the land, and forward the
same to the Registrar, who would mark
it iu the same way as the original deed,
and this certified copy would be taken as
evidence in any court of law upon the
question of a disputed boundary. It was
possible that, in committee, they might
add another clause, carrying out a sug-
gestion which had been made since the
bill was in print by a gentleman practi-
cally acquainted with this matter. But
these were the provisions of the bill as it
now Aceod.

Mla. BURT said he should like to
point out, and to draw the Attorney
General's attention to the fact, that the
bill merely dealt with any difference that
might be discovered between adjusted
boundaries and the boundaries contained
in deeds of grant. But differences
might also be discovered between
adjusted boundaries and the boundaries
described, not in a deed of grant from
the Crown, but in the certificate of title,
which superseded the Crown grant, and
there did not appear to be any machinery
provided for adjusting such differences.
He did not think the Transfer of land
Act contained any provision by which
that might be done. He merelyv men-
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tioned the matter, in order that the ban.
and learned gentleman might give his
attention to the point.

THE: ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) said " The Transfer of
Land Act, 1874," contained a provision
to this effect: " In case it sha~l appear to
the satisfaction of the Commissioner that
any certificate of title or instrument has
been issued in error, or contains any
rnisdescription of land or of boundaries,"
and so on,-it shall be lawful for the
Commissioner to rectify the error, and
any person refusing to deliver up a
certificate for correction might be
arrested and brought before the Supreme
Court. -He thought this clause would
meet the case referred to by the hon.
member, and he might say that it wyas
not overlooked when the present bill
was under consideration.

The motion for the second reading was
then put and passed.

The House adjourned at nine o'clock,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Wednesday, 6th August, 1884.

Brach of Mail Contract-flmneb ikffniwy to Perth
Eaceeoume-police inquiries into character of
certain clse-Lwa to Deserters from American
or foreign ships-Local Court at Bridgeton-
plans for new Government offices, Perth-Vote
for A-1mn Town Hall-Message (No. 17) The
Measles Epidemic: Sanitary recantions; Land
T unrntine Bill-Railway Pltform at Haa

ouse (Aflbion Hotel)-Kherley Sh.n L.nd
Reservation from Sale:± adjourned deate-olProspecting ad afchine r r rsing! adjm ed
debate-Appropriation Bill (n plemetay), 184
in comnmittce-Custoens Ordne, 180, Amend.
mnent Bill: third reading-Ajonmnt.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

BREACH OF MAIL CONTRACT.

MR. CAREY, in accordance with notice,
asked the Honorable the Colonial See-

retary if the Government was aware that
the s.s. "1Lubra," advertised to carry
contract mails, &c., to Bunbury and
Vassc, did not leave the mails at either
pla-ce, when en route to Albany on Friday,
let inst. ; and if the Government intend
to enforce the penalty for breach of con-
tract ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) replied :-It has been report-
ed that such was the case. The irregu-
larity occurred through the remissness of
the purser, who will, as the Agent
informs the Postmaster General, be
severely dealt with for this gross dere-
liction of duty. The Government does
not intend to enforce the penalty for
breach of contract.

BRANCH LINE OF RAILWAY TO PERTH

RACECOURSE.

MR. S. H. PARKER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Commissioner of
Railways if a survey for a line of railway
from the Eastern Railway to the Swan
River, opposite the Racecourse, had been
made? If so, the length and probable
cost of the construction of such line.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Mr. C. T. Mason) said: Fes,
a trial survey had been made. The
length of the line would be about 65
chains, and the probable cost X2,000.

POLICE INQUIRIES INTO CHARACTER

OF CERTAIN CLASSES.

MR. S. H. PARKER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Honorable the
Colonial Secretary whether the Govern-
ment had issued any instructions to the
Police, or to any other persons, directing
them to make secret, or other inquiries,
into the conduct, character, politics, and
position in life, or otherwise, of any class
or classes of the inhabitants of this
colony; if so, whether he would be
pleased to lay a copy of such instructions
on the table of the House.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
MI. Fraser) replied that in order to
furnish certain information required by
the Secretary of State, the Superintendent
of Police had been collecting some statis-
tics; but the papers, being confidential,
could not be produced.
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